
The Daniel Bergstein Memorial Scholarship Fund

Among the many souls lost on September 11, 2001 was our good friend Dan Bergstein, Stuyvesant
Class of ’80. He was 38 years old.

Every school day between September 1976 and June 1980 was begun laughing, debating, and
shmoozing with Dan and the other kids in our homeroom. With their graffiti inscribed desks and 
industrial windows, those rooms—and we rotated through several, along with homeroom teachers—
were bedrock for four years. Whether talking about the first period trig test, Thurman Munson or
Carleton Fisk, Carly Simon or Jackson Browne, Carter or Kennedy, or how to free the hostages, Dan’s
warmth, wit, and intelligence helped make the next six or seven periods a lot more livable.

Dan, of course, went on to much greater distinction than 1-8J. He graduated with a degree in
Chemical Engineering from Columbia University in 1984. He earned a masters degree in business
administration while working for the Port Authority, where he rose to the position of Board Secretary

in 1997. Dan had helped co-workers to safety, descending 64 flights when the twin towers were bombed in 1993. 

At Columbia, Dan met his future wife, Alicia. He and Alicia soon moved across the river to Teaneck, New Jersey to raise their 
children, Devin and Adrianna—now 7 and 5 years old. That Dan’s life was so abruptly taken is unfathomable to us, and is only now
beginning to sink in.

In his memory and honor, and with the blessing of his family, we have founded the Daniel Bergstein Memorial Scholarship Fund. The
fund will be administered at the outset as an account at the Campaign for Stuyvesant/SHS Endowment Fund, Inc., and all proceeds
will be used to endow scholarships for Stuyvesant High School students headed to Columbia University. Our goal is to raise a 
minimum of $100,000 over a five-year period in order to generate $5,000 per year, in perpetuity, for deserving Stuyvesantians.
Given the proximity of Stuyvesant to the disaster site, we hope to raise at least $50,000 in the next three months so that we can select
a scholarship recipient from this year’s graduating class.

Selection criteria are being developed—and, after consultation with Alicia, Dan’s widow, we will provide all details to you. Please
send us an e-mail if you would like to receive this and other additional information as we reach key milestones.

We hope you will join with us, and want to assure you that every cent of every dollar of every donation will be applied directly to
serve the purpose for which it is intended—to generate scholarship money for Stuyvesant graduates. With the effort hosted 
graciously by the SHS Endowment Fund, a 501(c)3 organization, all donations are tax-deductible and may be eligible for those
matching grant programs to which you have access. Donations can be made by credit card with Jesse Kimball at Stuyvesant 
(212) 312-4975. All donations should note Bergstein Memorial Fund; checks should be payable and sent to:

SHS Endowment Fund
345 Chambers Street
New York, NY 10282

We are appealing to you, Dan Bergstein’s classmates, to help in this important and life-affirming task. We believe this 
scholarship is the most appropriate gesture, not only to honor the life of a friend, but to remind future generations that our love of
education, freedom, country, and humanity is what binds us together.

Yours very truly,

Nicholas Griffin ’80
ndgriffin2001@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Goldstein ’80
Rebecca.T.Anderson.C84@alumni.upenn.edu

Sungkey Paik ’80
spaik@greenwichtech.com

Richard Herschlag '80 
laylow@fast.net

David Miller ‘80
DavidM@harolds.net


